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Series and Subseries Arrangement:

Series I: Family Papers

Series II: Personal Correspondence
Subseries A: Incoming
Subseries B: Outgoing

Series III: Professional Correspondence
Subseries A: Incoming
Subseries B: Outgoing

Series IV: Professional Papers

Series V: Publications

Series VI: Memorials and Obituaries



Historical Note:

Henry L. Whiting was born in Albany, New York on February 5, 1821 and died
in West Tisbury, Massachusetts, on February, 4 1897. He was a lineal descendant
of Governor William Bradford of Plymouth Colony. Mr. Whiting served almost
60 years in the Coast and Geodetic Survey. He developed and directed the
topographical operations of the Survey, directed the triangulation of the Florida
Coast, was a member of the Mississippi River Commission, directed the
resurveys of Boston Harbor for 12 years, served in the Civil War, and was
actively working until the time of his death. He also taught at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and the Naval Academy. Henry Whiting was also a
member of the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Commission and the Massachusetts
Topographical Commission, serving as chairman for a time. His son, John,
seems to have run the farm in West Tisbury; however, Henry handled all the
correspondence as indicated by the papers in this collection. Elsewhere in the
collections there are hand-drawn surveys, printed charts and surveys from the
Coast And Geodetic Survey.

Scope and Content Note:

This collection encompasses reports of geodetic surveys as far west as the
Mississippi River, a chart of Edgartown Harbor, correspondence relative to the
Coast and Geodetic Survey Commission, some personal correspondence, some
correspondence relating to farm animals, pedigrees, and awards, tax receipts,
dog licenses. The material mostly dates to the later half of the nineteenth
century. Correspondence and receipts relate to shipping and breeding of pure-
bred livestock. There is a small amount of personal family correspondence.

Series Descriptions:

Series I: Family Papers

Box 1 of 4

Folder 1: Farming 1861--1896

Folder 2: Farming Correspondence 1891-1892

Folder 3: Farming Correspondence 1893-1894

Folder 4: Tax Receipts Tisbury 1872-1895

Folder 5: Tax Receipts Chilmark, Edgartown, West Tisbury 1872-1896
Folder 6: Clippings

Folder 7: Petition for New Road to Tisbury Selectmen

Folder 8: Miscellaneous Undated Building Plans

Series II: Personal Correspondence
Box 1 of 4
Folder 1: Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 1859-1896

Series III: Professional Correspondence
Subseries A: Incoming



Box 2 of 4

Folder 1: Correspondence, 1867-1874
Folder 2: Correspondence, 1880-1885
Folder 3: Correspondence, 1886
Folder 4: Correspondence, 1887-1888
Folder 5: Correspondence, 1889
Folder 6: Correspondence, 1890
Folder 7: Correspondence, 1891
Folder 8: Correspondence, 1892
Folder 9: Correspondence, 1893
Folder 10: Correspondence, 1894 & 1896

Subseries B: Outgoing

Box 3 of 4

Folder 1: Correspondence, 1881-1885

Folder 2: Correspondence, 1886

Folder 3: Correspondence, 1887-1888

Folder 4: Correspondence, 1889

Folder 5: Correspondence, 1890

Folder 6: Correspondence, 1891

Folder 7: Correspondence, 1892

Folder 8: Correspondence, 1893

Folder 9: Correspondence, 1894

Folder 10: Notes of Geodetic Information, 1886; 1872-1873
Folder 11: Miscellaneous Undated Professional Information

Series I'V: Professional Publications
Box 4 of 4
Folder 1: Journal by Man in Edgartown, 1846-1847

Series V: Publications

Box 2 of 2

Folder 1: Coast & Geodetic Survey Reports 1885-1892

Folder 2: Coast & Geodetic Survey Reports 1893

Folder 3: Federal & State Reports & Statistics

Folder 4: Coast and Geodetic Survey: Appendix 9, Report 1886; “Shoreline
Changes on M.V.” H. L. Whiting

Folder 5: Coast and Geodetic Survey #13; Report on Tides and Currents, Hell
Gate, NY Harbor, H. Mitchell 1869

Folder 6: Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1873, H.L. Whiting pg. 4

Folder 7: Special Survey of Provincetown, 1867, H.L. Whiting

Folder 8: Coast Survey of MV and Nantucket 1869, H.L. Whiting

Folder 9: Philosophical Society 1887-1893

Folder 10: Free Hand Map, South Beach Opening. 1861? 1886?; Various Survey
Notes



Series VI: Memorials and Obituaries
Folder 1: Obituary (pps 300-302) in “Science” 1897
Folder 2: Copy of Memorial to H.L. Whiting, privately printed 1897
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